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Talk of
the Town

by the
L Chairman

After another away fixture, with Chester F.C. the result not known at
the time of writing these notes, we have the pleasure of entertaining
Tranmere Rovers now managed by Bryan Hamilton. Bryan was a very
popular figure here at the County Ground and | know made many
friends during his stay with us. Before this evening’'s fixture we shall
have played eight games away and only five at home and this imbalance
of fixtures continues through most of the season,

We were all delighted at the Club to hear that Howard Pritchard has
only been suspended for one game after his sending off at Torquay,
and goes to prove that the commission that sit on these enquiries are
sympathetic to certain circumstances. Howard seemed determined to
show that his aggressive forward running is part of his natural make up
when he played a big part in our home win against Mansfield,

Talking about these controversial bookings leading to the dismissals, we
had a very good example of how to keep the game under control and at
the same time letting the play flow by Mr. R. Groves from Weston-
Super-Mare who had control of our Football Combination game against
Norwich City on the County Ground on Tuesday last. Mr, Groves used
the method that used to be seen by having a quiet word with any off-
ender and gaining the respect of both the players and spectators, He
was very firm in his decisions without the use of that dreaded book
which causes so much trouble. This game, although ending goal-less was
not devoid of incidents and | am sure that the spectators must have
enjoyed this spirited game.

On Wednesday of last week the County Ground came alive with its old
enthusiasm on the occasion of the game arranged between John and the
Speedway Riders for the late Martin Hewlett Fund. It was great to see
the crowds filling the North Stand and the Swindon covered end. The
attraction of seeing George Best, Mike Summerbee, Mike Channon and
Viv Richards was rewarded with some scintillating skills in between
many amusing incidents, It was unusual to see Russell Lewis and
Charlie Henry, for instance, running at half speed alongside an oppon-
ent without their usual biting tackles, but the crowd loved it as a once
off and rose in their seats to admire the ball juggling of George Best and
the antics of Mike Summerbee who was such a favourite at the County
Ground, The scoreline was, | think, about 12 goals to 9 in favour of
John's celebrities. The admission price of £1. for adults and 50 pence
for children and QAP’s was attractive and if we could be certain of
attracting crowds of about ten thousand at these lower prices to our
league games it might be worthwhile, The crowd for this game was, of
course, made up with a very large contingent of Speedway followers
and we are hoping that the atmosphere of the County Ground will have
attracted them to come again, | am sure that the cooperation of both
factors will be of further benefit both to our Speedway friends and
ourselves,

Qur sponsors for today are Mr, Brian Jenkins, Heating Engineer, Mr,
John Clifford, Blunsdon House Hotel, Mr. Roger Wise, Bakers and
Confectioners, Mr. Edwards, Triumph International, Mr. Sutton, Bor-
ough News, and Mr, and Mrs, Julian Wilson, the BBC Racing Commen-
tator. Ryan Beamish of Higherworth is our mascot for this evening. We
are very grateful to these friends of our Club and hope that today’s
game will be enjoyed by everyone and thank you all for your support.



The most outstanding talking point of the two
matches played since my last notes was that
of the performances at Torquay United after
having lost Howard Pritchard after sixteen
minutes play and, whether the decision to
send the player off was right or wrong, the
action made it very much more difficult for
the rest of the team. The controversies about
sending off decisions is the inconsistencies of
referees and quite frankly the players really
do not know where they stand when certain
officials send them off whilst others would
not even record a caution for a similar
offence. The foul upon Paul Rideout early in

the game against Mansfield is a good illustra-

tion, this being a far worse foul than either
committed by Howard Pritchard, but in this
case the offending player was not booked
although the offence was quite intentional.

Having dealt with the question of referees’
decisions it must be said that the game at Tor-
quay was a tremendous team performance on
the part of our players, not only did they
weather anything that Torquay threw at us,
but also played some good football creating
openings against a full side. This was possibly
the best battling performance since | took
over as manager, not necessarily the best
performance, but certainly one of great
character.

This spirit and will to win was carried into the
home game against Mansfield and although we
took a little time to get the football side of
our game together, the effort was there for
everyone to see and once we did hit a rhythm,
especially our second half, we were well worth
the four to nil win. This win increased our
unbeaten run to eight and hopefully after
the Chester game, these notes being written
before that match, we will have maintained
that record.

It was nice to see such a crowd at the game on
Wednesday last in aid of the Martin Hewlett
Trust Fund, when George Best, Mick Channon
Mike Summerbee and others showed they still
had the skills necessary to provide sparkling
entertainment and hopefully after the visit of
more than five thousand people to the County
Ground, many of these folk will have regained
the taste of live football and once again visit
us regularly.

We welcome the team, officials and supporters
of Tranmere Rovers, especially our old friend
Bryan Hamilton, who managed the Reserve
Side here at the County Ground whilst | was
Youth Manager. It is good to see him back
again but hopefully our hospitality will not
extend to his leaving today with any points.
Thank you for all your attendance this even-
ing and | hope that you enjoy the match.

~ JOHN
TROLLOPE
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Do you require
Tracked or Wheeled Excavators
Tracked or Wheeled Shovels
Tractors and Scrapers
Bulldozers
Tipper Lorries

Low Loaders

THEN HIRE FROM
H Hibberd Ltd

PLANT HIRE CONTRACTORS

29 Newport Street, Swindon
Tel: Swindon 36125 or 23876




BATH ROAD GARAGE

BATH ROAD - Tel Swindon (0793) 24217 (3 lines)
SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS
SWINDON, WILTS
100% SPECIALIST HONDA. DEALER
Grow more

Fonder with Honda
See our selection of HONDA products including

Rotary Mowers from Rotary Cultivators
£178.25 from £200.50

All products can be purchased
through H.P. terms. All prices include
V.A.T. Ask for a demonstration today.

e

IN NORTH WILTSHIRE
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Swindon striker Paul Rideout is sandwiched between the fists of Mansfield goalkeeper
Rod Arnold but joined in the scoring in the Town’s 4-0 win. Andy Rowland, on the
left, scored another.



BRYAN HAMILTON, Player/Manager. With

" an international career of over 50 matches

for Northern Ireland and a Club career that
includes Ipswich, Everton, Swindon and
Millwall, Bryan entered the world of man-
agement at Prenton Park. Bryan is now keen
to pass on his experience by playing as well
as managing the Club. He is also a qualified
F.A. Coach.

RAY MATHIAS, Player/Coach. In his 20th
season with the Club, Ray is the best servant
any Club would ask for. Ray has played in
almost every position for the Club and also
looks after the youth policy.

LES PARRY, Defender. Born in Wallasey,
Les is the Club Captain. He joined Rovers
straight from school and has been a most
consistent performer. Les does a lot of work
for charity in his spare time.

STEVE MUNGALL, Utility. Born in Bell-
sheil in Scotland, Steve operates in defence
or a midfield role. Rovers signed Steve from
Motherwell and has firmly established him-
self as a Rovers’ favourite. The supporters
voted hims Player of the Year, last season.

NEVILLE POWELL, Striker. Another pro-

duct of the Rovers’ Youth Policy. Neville
has already won international honour with
the Welsh Youth Squad. He is a hard work-
ing flank player with the ability to make and
create goals.

NIGEL ADKINS, Goalkeeper. English
Schools goalkeeper, Nigel was offered terms
from quite a few English League Clubs, but
chose his local team. A young goalkeeper,
Nigel is keen to complete his apprenticeship.

MARK FERGUSON, Midfield. Another part
time professional, Mark forced his way into
the First Team Squad with consistent per-
formance in the reserves, He hails from
Liverpool and when he’s not playing foot-
ball, he likes to look after motor cars.

TRANMERE R

Back Row (L. to R.):

Front Row (L. to R.):

Ray Mathias (Coach), Mark Ferguson, John
Scott Endersby, Dave Burgess, John Bramh:

Steve Mungall, Neville Powell, lan Griffiths,
Les Parry (Captain)
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ch), Mark Ferguson, John Williams, Steve Craven,
)ave Burgess, John Bramhall, John Kerr.

ville Powell, lan Griffiths, Bryan Hamilton (Manager),
1) :

SCOTT ENDERSBY, Goalkeeper. Played
under Bobby Robson at Ipswich for 3 years.
Rovers snapped him up and Scott soon forc-
ed his way into the First Team with solid
performances.

IAN GRIFFITHS, Forward. lan completed
his apprenticeship as a welder before joining
Rovers full time. There can’t be many play-
ers small in height than lan in the Football
League but equally so, there can’t be as
many with as skilful a left foot. An exciting
flanker player.

JOHN WILLIAMS, Utility. Born in Liver-
pool, John escaped the net of Everton and
Liverpool and Rovers are glad he did. He
has played in many positions for the Club.
Surprisingly enough his hobbies include as
diverse subjects as train spotting and boxing.

JOHN KERR, Forward. Rovers’ leading
scorer last season. John also joined the Club
straight from school and likes nothing better
than scoring goals. Over 6 ft and powerfully
built, John is another of the Rovers’ players
who does a lot of work with the handicapp-
ed in his spare time.

RAY WOODS, Forward. A local lad who
impressed us in the local leagues, that he
was asked to join the Club as an apprentice.
Ray is one of the quickest players on the
books.

DAVE BURGESS, Defender. Dave is a part
time professional, but won his place in the
First Team at the start of the last season. His
performances made the left back spot his
own. He was voted the Robinson Barley
Water young player of the month during last

season.



From the Tranmere
Rovers Archives

Tranmere Rovers Football Club celebrates its
centenary next year. It owes its existence to
two cricket clubs, Belmont and Lyndhurst
Wanderers, who sought to popularise the use
of the larger ball on the Wirral peninsula.
Disputing the title of premier club in Birken-
head with Rock Ferry. Tranmere soon pro-
gressed to the Central League where they
remained until being invited to form the Foot-
ball League Third Division North on March 8
1921. A 2 - 2 draw with Manchester United
Reserves had enabled Rovers to finish in
seventh place in their last season in the
Central and so it was with great optimism that
they embarked upon their new career on
August 27 1921, when Crewe Alexandra
visited Prenton Park. Tranmere were
represented by:

Bradshaw; Grainger; Stuart; Campbell; Milnes;
Heslop; Moreton; Groves; Hyam; Ford;
Hughes.

Milnes, Stuart (from penalty spot), Ford and
Groves all scored in a satisfatory 4 - 1 victory.
Rovers’ progress in the F.A. Cup in 1921,
however, was far from satisfactory, the club
being defeated 4 - 2 at home by Altrincham
(yes, they were at it over sixty years ago!) in
a Fourth Qualifying Round replay. And they
fared no better twelve months later when
suffering a knock-out blow at Wellington St.
George'’s, although Tranmere's final league
position in 1923 had improved marginally
from eighteenth to sixteenth. In 1925, Rovers
were forced to seek re-election, despite the
presence of one William Ralph Dean, who
scored almost half of their 59 goals. ‘Dixie’,
as he was to become known, had made his
League debut as a raw 17-year old on January
12 1924, but it had been no fairy tale start

Compiled by PAUL PLOWMAN

as his side were soundly beaten 1 - 5 at
Rotherham County. It was only after a five-
goal display with the reserves, in a Cheshire
League match against Middlewitch, that
young Dixie was recalled to lead the attack
against Wolves, the new Third North
champions. Despite Dean’s transfer to Everton
(where he was to achieve that monumental
60-goal haul in 1927-28), Tranmere finished
s¢ 'nth in 1926 with goalkeeper Arthur
Briggs as ever-present. Briggs was to come to
Swindon several years later, but in his last full
season at Prenton, 1930-31, he saw the
Rover’s attack hit 111 goals and still
Tranmere ended up behind Cheshire and
Lincoln when the final table appeared.
Arthur’s successor was Welsh International
Bert Gray, who arrived about the same time
as Robert ‘Bunny’ Bell. Thirteen goals came
from Bell in his first eleven games for the
club, which he followed with thirty-five in
1933-34 (still a Tranmere record) and nine in
one game in 1935 - an incredible 13 - 4 win
over Oldham on Boxing Day. Tranmere
achieved promotion in 1938 but it was to
prove a disastrous excursion into the Second
Division. Rovers suffered eleven home defeats
- including a 3 - 9 thrashing by Manchester
City - and picked up only one point out of
forty-two away, at Nottingham Forest.
Seventeen points was all that Tranmere could
manage before a swift return to the Third
North. Perhaps the only bright note was the
league debut of Abe Rosenthal who was to be-
come a post-war favourite at Prenton Park.
Abe, who owned an ice-cream factory, played
the game for the love of it. A glider pilot
during the war, he made a dozen guest appear-
ances for Swindon in 1945-46.



Ford

at

Walker
Jackson

more value, less price, better deal!

There’s always
plenty to cheer about
when your driving force is
FORD from Walker Jackson.
Score now with a call to:

Fleming Way. SWINDON 20002

From the Commercial Office

Our usual thanks are again due to our valued
Lottery and Bingo agents who continue to
give such good support to “The Town" with
their financial contributions.

They come in all different ages, shapes and
sizes but they all have one thing in common.
They are part of the team behind ‘“The
Team”.

“The Team’ of course is Swindon Town.
John Trollope and his men appear to have
got things sorted out on the playing pitch.
At the time of writing, sevengames without
defeat must be good by any standard.

That success and we hope the continued
success of the Club has not only been

achieved by the team itself but also with the
help of these people acting as agents for the
sale of Lottery and Bingo Tickets. Their
collective contribution is just as important
as any goal scored or saved,

So if you read this as a supporter of “The
Town’ but not as an agent then you too can
share in the success of the Club. Just get in
touch with the Pools Office on Swindon
42984/31510 and make that ditty “We’ll
support you for ever more’ not just a mean-
ingless phrase.

ERIC MOORE
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Town Figures JHHHEHHEHBEEEHE
League| 12]10/12[12(12[12] 8| 6/12|12[12] 3| 3 7
APPEARANCES Cup [ o[ 11 21 212 21 21 2 21212
SUBSTITUTE League 1] 1 1
APPEARANCES Cup 1
League 1 1 5|5 1] 1 2
GOALS _C_ﬂup 5
[Date Opponents Att. | Score
1982 F-A
Aug. 28 | Port Vale H |[3602|1-0 1 2| 3| 4| 5 6| 7| 8 9}10 11
Aug. 31 | Bristol City MC (1) H|3739]| 2-1 1] 2| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7| 8 91101 S
Sept 4 | Blackpool A |3395| 1-2 1 3| 4| 5| 6| s| 8 9alop1| 7 2 y
Sept 8 | Hereford Utd A |2478| 2 -1 1 3] 4|5 6 8 9apponM1| 7| 2[s
Sept 11 | Halifax Town H [3450]) 0-1 1 3 4|5/ 6 7] 9[10p1| 8|2 S
Sept 14 | Bristol City MC (2) A |3786| 0-2 11 21 3 4l 5 6| 7| 8/ 901 5
Sept 18 | Rochdale A 1363 1-1 1] 2| 3| 41 5| 6| 7| 8 91{)l 1
Sept 25 | Crewe Alex. H|[2967|1-0 11 2| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7 9110 1 8
Sept 28 | Nothampton Town A 256560 1-0 1] 2| 3| 4| 5 6| 7 9710 11 8
Oct 2 | Hull City A 3536/ 0-0 1| 2| 3| 4| 5 6| 7 910 11 8
Oct 10 | Colchester United H |4473| 3-0 1| 2| 3| 4| 8| 6| 7| s| 9110911 8
Oct 16 | Bury A 2367/ 0-0 11 2| 3] 4| 5 6 7] 9o 8
Oct 20 | Torquay Utd A [2728(1-1 11 2| 3| 4| 5| 6] 7 9’!10 n1 8
Oct 23 | Mansfield Town H|3917| 4.0 | 1| 2| 3 4|5| 6] 7/ | 9"10' 11] s| 8
Oct 30 | Chester A
Nov 2 | Tranmere Rovers H
Nov 6 | Darlington A
Nov 13 | York City H
Nov 20 | F. A. Cup
Nov 26 | Stockport Cty A
Dec 4 | Peterboro’ Utd H
Dec 11 | F.A.Cup 2
Dec 18 | Aldershot A
iDac 28 | Wimbledon H
Appearances Goalscorers Football Combination
League Milk Cup League Milk Cup Appearances Goals
Jimmy Allan 12 2 Colin Bailie 8
Kevin Baddeley 12 2 Simon Barnes 6(2)
Leigh Barnard 12 2 1 Paul Batty 4 2
Paul Batty 7 Roy Baverstock 5
Roy Baverstock 3 Ken Beamish 8 2
Roy Carter 3 (1) 1 Martin Blackler 8
Gary Emmanuel 12 2 1 David Bristow 9 1
Mike Graham 12 2 Roy Carter 3 2
Charlie Henry 9 2 Clifford Cousins 1(1)
Brian Hughes 6 (1) 2 Nigel Evans 7
Russell Lewis 12 2 Carmello Gallo 1
Howard Pritchard 81(1) 2 1 Stuart Gould 2 (1)
Jimmy Quinn (3) (1) 1 Charlie Henry 2
Paul Rideout 12 2 S 2 Brian Hughes 4
Andy Rowland 12 2 S Peter Osborne (1)
Howard Pritchard 3
Jimmy Quinn 7 3
Figues in brackets indicate David Round 3
appearances as substitute Martin Shaw 1(1)
Jimmy Sheppard 1
Mark-Stevens 9
Gary Williams 7 1
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Aug 28
Sep 8
Sep 11
Sep 21

Sep 28 Birmingham City

Oct 5
Oct 12
Oct 18
Oct 26
Oct 30
Nov 9
Nov 16
Nov 20
Nov 30
Dec 7
Dec 1

Dec 1%

Dec 21

Southampton
Bristol Rovers
Swansea City

Chelsea

Charlton Ath
Watford
Leicester City
Norwich City
Tottenham H
Reading
Fulham
Ipswich Town
Brighton & H
Q.P.R.

C. Palace
West Ham Utd
Arsenal
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Pro-~File on
Leigh®Barnard

Leigh was born in Worsley but served his
apprenticeship with Portsmouth. He spent
several seasons with that club, making his
League debut against Exeter City in Septem-

ber, 1977.

He made some ninety League appearances
for Portsmouth before joining us in July

1982.

Relaxation/Hobbies:
and walking his dog Rolf.
Favourite Player:

round brilliance in midfield
Favourite Singer/Group: Van Morrison and
Bruce Springstein
Favourite Film Star: Robert de Niro.
Favourite Sports Person: Daley Thompson.

Squash, golf, fishing

Liam Brady for his all




Town through time:
Winge"s by paul plowman

The steady influx of Scottish talent in the
mid-fifties continued with the signing of
Hamilton Academicals’ JOE MILLER in the
summer of 1956, although it was to be an
all too brief encounter with English League
football for the Glaswegian. After just a dozen
appearances at number eleven, Joe found
himself unwanted when new manager Bert
Head arrived during that October. Mr Head
quickly acquired the services of Lancastrian
ARNOLD DARCY, who had made 39 League
appearances for Accrington Stanley as an
amateur before settling with Wigan Athletic,
then in the Lancashire Combination. Darcy
was to become a familiar figure on the left to
touchline, retaining his place in the Town
side for almost eight years. Yet another
Scot to appear on the wing was DUNCAN
CAMERON. Signed from Scottish junior club
Lonehead Mayflower, Cameron made even
fewer Third Division South appearances than
the unfortunate Miller with just two, in March
and September, of 1957. Miller had since
moved on to Yeovil Town.

Following two dismal seasons, Swindon were
in need of some experience in attack, in an
effort to avoid the new Fourth Division in
1958. Manager Head found such a man in
30-years old ALAN MOORE from Coventry
City. Born at Hebburn in County Durham,
Moore had started his career with Sunderland
in 1946 but, unable to break into the League
side at Roker, he signed for Spennymoor
United. Chesterfield brought Alan back to
League football shortly before Christmas
1948 and he spent two-and-a-half years at
Saltergate. A brief spell at Hull, just six
months, was followed by two years with
Nottingham Forest- for whom he made 100
League appearances and was top scorer with
nineteen goals in 1953/64. Another 1957
signing was Swindon-born JOHNNY SKULL,
an England Youth International who had gone
to Wolves as a seventeen-year old in June
1950, but had arrived back to play for his
home town club from Banbury Spencer. Skull
made his Town debut at number seven in a

5 - 1 home win over Northampton on Sep-
tember 21, ten days before loanee BRIAN
DONALDSON - from Chelsea - made his one

solitary League appearance for Swindon. The
summer of 1958 saw the departure of Duncan
Cameron to Bridgewater Town and the arrival
of JOHN STEPHENS from Hull City.
Stephens, who preferred not to use his first
name William, had been capped once by Wales
at Under-23 level during his six seasons at
Boothferry Park.

The appearances of DAVID CORBET in
September 1958, at just 18 years and five
months, signalled the beginning of a new era -
one in which youth was to take the ascend-
ancy. MIKE SUMMERBEE was to follow
Corbett at number seven in March 1960 -
and when both men occupied the wings for
the first time, on October 1 of that year, they
both scored an emphatic 6 - O win over Port
Vale. Another Welsh under-23 cap, FREDDIE
JONES, made his Town debut on New Year's
Eve 1960 - but behind the scenes Swindon
were putting the seal on the signature of one
of the most important captures in the club’s
long history.

To be continued

ALAN MOORE



CASTLE’S

Office and Bakery

€7 4 and 5 MARKET STREET SWINDON
Telephone 22017

Specialists Wedding Cakes, Birthday Cakes.
Try our Wholemeal Bread and Wiltshire
Lardies and Delicious Dairy Cream Cakes

RIMES of SWINDON

Members of A.B.T.A., LA.T.A.
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AGENTS — LUXURY COACH HIRE
AIRLINE TICKET RESERVATIONS — CAR & PASSENGER FERRYS
INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS — BRITISH AND CONTINENTAL COACH TRAVEL etc

102, Commercial Road, West Swindon Centre, 65a Cricklade Street,
Swindon. Westlea Down Cirencester.
Telephone 24941 (10 lines) Telephone 873222 Telephone 3479

Travel Department 61166
FOOTBALL EXCURSIONS FROM THE COUNTY GROUND

Depart

DARLINGTON 6 NOVEMBER 06.00
STOCKPORT 26 NOVEMBER 14.00

BOOKABLE AT THE ABOVE OFFICES OR ANY RIMES AGENT

For High Class Cantral Heaung, Plumbing
Painting and Decorating

Electrical Installations and Repairs Match Ball Donated by
J. R. RAYNER & SONS
MOTOR VEHICLE DISMANTLERS
OF
Sanitary and Heating Co. Ltd. BUSHTON & BROAD TOWN

NEWPORT STREET, SWINDON
Telephone: 35373




SWINDON

JIMMY
ALLAN

CHARLIE
HENRY

KEVIN
BADDELEY

GARY
EMMANUEL

RUSSELL
LEWIS

MIKE
GRAHAM

HOWARD
PRITCHARD

PAUL
BATTY

PAUL
RIDEOUT

ANDY
ROWLAND

LEIGH
BARNARD

TONIGHT'S TEAMS
TRANMERE
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[ S

DEACONS)
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EST 1848

SCOTT
ENDERBY

RAY
MATHIAS

DAVE
BURGESS

LES
PARRY

BRYAN
HAMILTON

JOHN
WILLIAMS

STEVE
MUNGALL

MARK
FERGUSON

JOHN
KERR

OWEN
BROWN

IAN
GRIFFITHS

REFEREE:

Mr. MICHAEL DIMBLEBEE (Stevenage,
Herts.)

Began refereeing in 1973 in Northampton-
shire and progressed to the United Counties
League. Moved to Stevenage in 1973 and
continued via the Southern League to the
Football League List. Officiated as linesman
in 1977 F.A, Trophy Final and refereed an
F.A. Vase quarter-final match and a South-
ern League Championship match in 1978,
In 1981 refereed an F.A. Vase semi-final,

LINESMEN:

RED FLAG: Mr. R. J. PARDOE - Windsor

YELLOW FLAG: Mr.

W.T. PHILLIPS -
Paignton




